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NODIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS), KS, KN. US. CH, PPDC 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO ROKG QUESTIONS RE SECRETARY'S 
DISCUSSIONS IN PEKING 

REF: (A) SEOUL 6885, (B) SEOUL 6914 

1 . YOU MAY CONVEY THE FOLLOWING TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAK 
IN RESPONSE TO HIS QUESTIONS IN PARAGRAPH THREE OF REF (A): 

A. FOCUS OF SECRETARY'S REMARKS RE KOREA IN PEKING WILL BE 
OUR CONTINUING SECURITY COMMITMENT AND NEED FOR BASIC 
POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION ON KOREAN PENINSULA TO REDUCE 
TENSIONS. IN LATTER CONNECTION HE WILL URGE CHINESE 
COOPERATION IN BRINGING NORTH KOREA INTO MEANINGFUL 
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DIALOGUE WITH ROKG. WITH REGARD TO UN MEMBERSHIP, 

SECRETARY 

WILL REAFFIRM USG AND ROKG WILLINGNESS TO SEE BOTH KOREAN 
GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED AT UN AND OUR VIEW THAT SUCH MEMBER- 
SHIP NEED NOT PRECLUDE EVENTUAL STEPS TOWARD UNIFICATION 
SATISFACTORY TO THE PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED. REGARDING 
CROSS RECOGNITION, SECRETARY WILL REAFFIRM OUR WILLINGNESS 
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TO MAKE RECIPROCAL GESTURES TOWARD NORTH KOREA IF PRC AND 
USSR WOULD MOVE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE ROKG. 

B. WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE ANY DIRECT APPROACH BY NORTH 
KOREAN REPRESENTATIVES IN PEKING. IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT 
THAT SUCH AN APPROACH SHOULD BE MADE, WE WILL DECLINE, 
WHILE REAFFIRMING OUR READINESS TO MEET IN A VENUE WHICH 
INCLUDES THE ROKG AS A FULL PARTICIPANT. AS WE HAVE 
REPEATEDLY ASSURED THE ROK, WE HAVE NO PLANS TO MEET WITH 
NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS WITHOUT FULL COORDINATION AND 
PARTICIPATION BY THE ROK. 

C. IN HIS LETTER TO PRESIDENT TITO, PRESIDENT CARTER 
TOOK NOTE OF TITO'S FORTHCOMING TRIP TO PEKING AND 
PYONGYANG AND EMPHASIZED OUR CONCERN FOR THE CONTINUING 
PEACE AND STABILITY OF NORTHEAST ASIA AS WELL AS THE 
PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH DIVIDE KOREA. 

THE PRESIDENT EMPHASIZED TO TITO OUR CONTINUING FIRM 
COMMITMENT TO THE SECURITY OF SOUTH KOREA AND SOUGHT 
THAT THERE BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING IN CONNECTION WITH OUR 
CAREFULLY PHASED WITHDRAWAL OF GROUND COMBAT FORCES. HE 
ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO THE OFTEN STATED ROK AND U.S. 
WILLINGNESS TO MEET WITH ALL OF THE PARTIES MOST 
IMMEDIATELY CONCERNED TO EXPLORE OUTSTANDING ISSUES. NO 
NEW PROPOSALS WERE BROACHED TO TITO AND HE WAS ASKED TO 
CONVEY NO RPT NO MESSAGES FOR US. FULL TEXT OF LETTER TO 
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TITO WAS POUCHED TO YOU LAST WEEK. IF IT HAS ARRIVED, YOU 
MAY PROVIDE PARAGRAPH REGARDING KOREA TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
PAK. REQUEST YOU NOT GIVE HIM TEXT OF ENTIRE LETTER, 
HOWEVER. 

D. WE WILL MAKE PROVISION FOR BRIEFING OF 

ROKG FOLLOWING SECRETARY'S VISIT TO PEKING. IT IS NOT 
POSSIBLE AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, TO DETERMINE EXACT MANNER 
IN WHICH THIS WILL BE DONE. WE WILL BE IN TOUCH FURTHER 
REGARDING THIS CONSULTATION. 

2. WITH REGARD TO MENTION OF A POSSIBLE THREE-POWER MEET- 
ING, YOU SHOULD REMIND FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WE HAVE 
REPEATEDLY AND CONSISTENTLY STATED THAT WE WOULD BE PRE- 
PARED TO MEET WITH NORTH KOREA AS LONG AS THE ROKG WAS 
ALSO PRESENT. HOWEVER, YOU SHOULD CLEARLY EMPHASIZE 
TO FONMIN PAK THAT THREE-POWER CONFERENCE IS NOT BEING 
PUT FORWARD AS SIGNIFICANT NEW PROPOSAL, BUT ONLY AS 
INDICATION TO THE CHINESE OF OUR FLEXIBILITY IF THEY 
SHOULD NOT WISH IN THE FIRST INSTANCE TO BE DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED. WE FULLY AGREE WITH THE ROKG THAT IT IS 
IMPORTANT FOR THE PRC TO TAKE A MORE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY 
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FOR BRINGING ABOUT A DIALOGUE REGARDING THE FUTURE OF THE 
AREA AND THIS IS PRIMARY THRUST OF WHAT SECRETARY WILL 
CONVEY TO CHINESE. OUR INTENTION THEREFORE IS CERTAINLY 
NOT TO TRY TO EXCLUDE THEM FROM DIALOGUE, BUT TO INVOLVE 
THEM MORE POSITIVELY AND DIRECTLY. IF YOU BELIEVE 
PERTINENT, YOU SHOULD CONVEY THESE CONSIDERATIONS TO 
FOREIGN MINISTER. HOWEVER, WE SHALL APPRECIATE MORE 
DEFINITIVE READING OF ROKG VIEWS WHICH THEY HAVE PROMISED. 
VANCE 
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QUOTE SECRET STATE 197395 

NODIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS), KS, KN, US, CH, PPDC 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO ROKG QUESTIONS RE SECRETARY'S 
DISCUSSIONS IN PEKING 

REF: (A) SEOUL 6885, (B) SEOUL 6914 

1 . YOU MAY CONVEY THE FOLLOWING TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAK 
IN RESPONSE TO HIS QUESTIONS IN PARAGRAPH THREE OF REF (A): 
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A. FOCUS OF SECRETARY'S REMARKS RE KOREA IN PEKING WILL BE 
OUR CONTINUING SECURITY COMMITMENT AND NEED FOR BASIC 
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POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION ON KOREAN PENINSULA TO REDUCE 
TENSIONS. IN LATTER CONNECTION HE WILL URGE CHINESE 
COOPERATION IN BRINGING NORTH KOREA INTO MEANINGFUL 
DIALOGUE WITH ROKG. WITH REGARD TO UN MEMBERSHIP, 

SECRETARY 

WILL REAFFIRM USG AND ROKG WILLINGNESS TO SEE BOTH KOREAN 
GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED AT UN AND OUR VIEW THAT SUCH MEMBER- 
SHIP NEED NOT PRECLUDE EVENTUAL STEPS TOWARD UNIFICATION 
SATISFACTORY TO THE PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED. REGARDING 
CROSS RECOGNITION, SECRETARY WILL REAFFIRM OUR WILLINGNESS 
TO MAKE RECIPROCAL GESTURES TOWARD NORTH KOREA IF PRC AND 
USSR WOULD MOVE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE ROKG. 

B. WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE ANY DIRECT APPROACH BY NORTH 
KOREAN REPRESENTATIVES IN PEKING. IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT 
THAT SUCH AN APPROACH SHOULD BE MADE, WE WILL DECLINE, 

WHILE REAFFIRMING OUR READINESS TO MEET IN A VENUE WHICH 
INCLUDES THE ROKG AS A FULL PARTICIPANT. AS WE HAVE 
REPEATEDLY ASSURED THE ROK, WE HAVE NO PLANS TO MEET WITH 
NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS WITHOUT FULL COORDINATION AND 
PARTICIPATION BY THE ROK. 

C. IN HIS LETTER TO PRESIDENT TITO, PRESIDENT CARTER 
TOOK NOTE OF TITO'S FORTHCOMING TRIP TO PEKING AND 
PYONGYANG AND EMPHASIZED OUR CONCERN FOR THE CONTINUING 
PEACE AND STABILITY OF NORTHEAST ASIA AS WELL AS THE 
PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH DIVIDE KOREA. 

THE PRESIDENT EMPHASIZED TO TITO OUR CONTINUING FIRM 
COMMITMENT TO THE SECURITY OF SOUTH KOREA AND SOUGHT 
THAT THERE BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING IN CONNECTION WITH OUR 
CAREFULLY PHASED WITHDRAWAL OF GROUND COMBAT FORCES. HE 
ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO THE OFTEN STATED ROK AND U.S. 
WILLINGNESS TO MEET WITH ALL OF THE PARTIES MOST 
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IMMEDIATELY CONCERNED TO EXPLORE OUTSTANDING ISSUES. NO 
NEW PROPOSALS WERE BROACHED TO TITO AND HE WAS ASKED TO 
CONVEY NO RPT NO MESSAGES FOR US. FULL TEXT OF LETTER TO 
TITO WAS POUCHED TO YOU LAST WEEK. IF IT HAS ARRIVED, YOU 
MAY PROVIDE PARAGRAPH REGARDING KOREA TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
PAK. REQUEST YOU NOT GIVE HIM TEXT OF ENTIRE LETTER, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


HOWEVER. 

D. WE WILL MAKE PROVISION FOR BRIEFING OF 

ROKG FOLLOWING SECRETARY'S VISIT TO PEKING. IT IS NOT 
POSSIBLE AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, TO DETERMINE EXACT MANNER 
IN WHICH THIS WILL BE DONE. WE WILL BE IN TOUCH FURTHER 
REGARDING THIS CONSULTATION. 

2. WITH REGARD TO MENTION OF A POSSIBLE THREE-POWER MEET- 
ING, YOU SHOULD REMIND FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WE HAVE 
REPEATEDLY AND CONSISTENTLY STATED THAT WE WOULD BE PRE- 
PARED TO MEET WITH NORTH KOREA AS LONG AS THE ROKG WAS 
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SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO ROKG QUESTIONS RE SECRETARY'S 
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DISCUSSIONS IN PEKING 

REF: (A) SEOUL 6885, (B) SEOUL 6914 

1 . YOU MAY CONVEY THE FOLLOWING TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAK 
IN RESPONSE TO HIS QUESTIONS IN PARAGRAPH THREE OF REF (A): 

A. FOCUS OF SECRETARY'S REMARKS RE KOREA IN PEKING WILL BE 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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OUR CONTINUING SECURITY COMMITMENT AND NEED FOR BASIC 
POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION ON KOREAN PENINSULA TO REDUCE 
TENSIONS. IN LATTER CONNECTION HE WILL URGE CHINESE 
COOPERATION IN BRINGING NORTH KOREA INTO MEANINGFUL 
DIALOGUE WITH ROKG. WITH REGARD TO UN MEMBERSHIP, 

SECRETARY 

WILL REAFFIRM USG AND ROKG WILLINGNESS TO SEE BOTH KOREAN 
GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED AT UN AND OUR VIEW THAT SUCH MEMBER- 
SHIP NEED NOT PRECLUDE EVENTUAL STEPS TOWARD UNIFICATION 
SATISFACTORY TO THE PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED. REGARDING 
CROSS RECOGNITION, SECRETARY WILL REAFFIRM OUR WILLINGNESS 
TO MAKE RECIPROCAL GESTURES TOWARD NORTH KOREA IF PRC AND 
USSR WOULD MOVE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE ROKG. 

B. WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE ANY DIRECT APPROACH BY NORTH 
KOREAN REPRESENTATIVES IN PEKING. IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT 
THAT SUCH AN APPROACH SHOULD BE MADE, WE WILL DECLINE, 

WHILE REAFFIRMING OUR READINESS TO MEET IN A VENUE WHICH 
INCLUDES THE ROKG AS A FULL PARTICIPANT. AS WE HAVE 
REPEATEDLY ASSURED THE ROK, WE HAVE NO PLANS TO MEET WITH 
NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS WITHOUT FULL COORDINATION AND 
PARTICIPATION BY THE ROK. 

C. IN HIS LETTER TO PRESIDENT TITO, PRESIDENT CARTER 
TOOK NOTE OF TITO'S FORTHCOMING TRIP TO PEKING AND 
PYONGYANG AND EMPHASIZED OUR CONCERN FOR THE CONTINUING 
PEACE AND STABILITY OF NORTHEAST ASIA AS WELL AS THE 
PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH DIVIDE KOREA. 

THE PRESIDENT EMPHASIZED TO TITO OUR CONTINUING FIRM 
COMMITMENT TO THE SECURITY OF SOUTH KOREA AND SOUGHT 
THAT THERE BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING IN CONNECTION WITH OUR 
CAREFULLY PHASED WITHDRAWAL OF GROUND COMBAT FORCES. HE 
ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO THE OFTEN STATED ROK AND U.S. 
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WILLINGNESS TO MEET WITH ALL OF THE PARTIES MOST 
IMMEDIATELY CONCERNED TO EXPLORE OUTSTANDING ISSUES. NO 
NEW PROPOSALS WERE BROACHED TO TITO AND HE WAS ASKED TO 
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CONVEY NO RPT NO MESSAGES FOR US. FULL TEXT OF LETTER TO 
TITO WAS POUCHED TO YOU LAST WEEK. IF IT HAS ARRIVED, YOU 
MAY PROVIDE PARAGRAPH REGARDING KOREA TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
PAK. REQUEST YOU NOT GIVE HIM TEXT OF ENTIRE LETTER, 
HOWEVER. 

D. WE WILL MAKE PROVISION FOR BRIEFING OF 

ROKG FOLLOWING SECRETARY'S VISIT TO PEKING. IT IS NOT 
POSSIBLE AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, TO DETERMINE EXACT MANNER 
IN WHICH THIS WILL BE DONE. WE WILL BE IN TOUCH FURTHER 
REGARDING THIS CONSULTATION. 

2. WITH REGARD TO MENTION OF A POSSIBLE THREE-POWER MEET- 
ING, YOU SHOULD REMIND FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WE HAVE 
REPEATEDLY AND CONSISTENTLY STATED THAT WE WOULD BE PRE- 
PARED TO MEET WITH NORTH KOREA AS LONG AS THE ROKG WAS 
ALSO PRESENT. HOWEVER, YOU SHOULD CLEARLY EMPHASIZE 
TO FONMIN PAK THAT THREE-POWER CONFERENCE IS NOT BEING 
PUT FORWARD AS SIGNIFICANT NEW PROPOSAL, BUT ONLY AS 
INDICATION TO THE CHINESE OF OUR FLEXIBILITY IF THEY 
SHOULD NOT WISH IN THE FIRST INSTANCE TO BE DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED. WE FULLY AGREE WITH THE ROKG THAT IT IS 
IMPORTANT FOR THE PRC TO TAKE A MORE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR BRINGING ABOUT A DIALOGUE REGARDING THE FUTURE OF THE 
AREA AND THIS IS PRIMARY THRUST OF WHAT SECRETARY WILL 
CONVEY TO CHINESE. OUR INTENTION THEREFORE IS CERTAINLY 
NOT TO TRY TO EXCLUDE THEM FROM DIALOGUE. BUT TO INVOLVE 
THEM MORE POSITIVELY AND DIRECTLY. IF YOU BELIEVE 
PERTINENT, YOU SHOULD CONVEY THESE CONSIDERATIONS TO 
FOREIGN MINISTER. HOWEVER, WE SHALL APPRECIATE MORE 
DEFINITIVE READING OF ROKG VIEWS WHICH THEY HAVE PROMISED. 
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SECRET 

SECRET 
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